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JEREMIAH, xxii. E30. latter 
Part. 


VN Man of his Seed ſball 
proſper, fitting upon the 
Throne of David, or ruling 
any more in Judah. 


HE Words are Part of a moſt 

ſevere Judgment denounced by 

b the Mouth of Feremiah, againſt 

an idolatrous King of Judab; 

whom, we may ſuppoſe, Attachment to a 
falſe Religion had rendered cruel and in- 
ſupportable. It will always be found that 
deſtructive Practices are the natural Conſe- 
quence of impious Principles: Every De- 
tection from God produceth Ill-will to Man; 
and the more pure that Religion is, which 
is corrupted by them, the more fatal and 
furious will the Effects be of Superſtition 
and Idolatry. When by the wicked De- 
vices of Abab and Jezebel the Iſraehtifh 
Church was over-run by them, ſo hot was 
the Perſecution of the Orthodox n 
B WO. 0 
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of it, that the Prophet imagines himſelf to 
have been the only r of the true 
God who eſcaped it. I, (a) even I only am 
left, and they ſeek my Life, to take it away. 

In like manner, when the Sons of Rome 
became the great Corrupters of Chriſtianity, 
the deſtroying Principle ſoon prevailed over 
the natural Obligations of Juſtice and Hu- 
manity among them ; and the Blood which 
hath been ſo plentifully ſhed for the Ad- 
vancement of the Catholic Cauſe, and the 
Extirpation of what they call Hereſy, may 
inform us how cloſely they have kept to 
their old Rule; which is, that he is “no 
« Murderer who kills out of Zeal for his 
% Mother the Church.” Perſecution and 
Popery are, and muſt be, ever inſeparable. 
Can (b) the Ethiopian change his Skin, or 
the Leopard his Spots? They may, indeed, 
and they will at all Times, till they get us 
into thei Power, endeavour to deceive us 
with Jacob's Voice, but we ſhall ever ex- 
perience that their Hands are the Hands of 
Eſau. Our only Security againſt falling in- 
to their Hands is a ſteady Adherence to our 
preſent Government; and ſhould the Ene- 
mies of our moſt holy Religion, now in 
Arms, or at any Time hereafter, prevail 
againſt it, to be inflaved at Home is not the 
worſt Miſchief (however grievous it may 


really 


(a) 1 Kings, xix. 10. (% Jerem. xili. 23. 
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really be to us) that we muſt expect from it. 
Our Monarchy might become tributary by 
it to the French King, whoſe deſtructive 
Schemes of univerſal Empire would thereby 
be rendered practicable, and all Europe be 
involved in the Calamity ; which can never 
happen while Great Britain remains a Free 
and Independent People. 

To awaken therefore our Vigilance for 
the common Good at this critical Juncture, 
let us bring the Matter home to ourſelves; 
and, from the Hiſtory of former Ages, 
obſerve how little any Prince, brought up un- 
der the Influence of France and Rome, is to 
be truſted by us. Whereby it will appear, 

Firſt, How deſtructive He muſt ne- 
ceſſarily prove to this Nation, both as Pro- 
teſtants and Free People. Which 

Secondly, Will furniſh us with many ſea- 
ſonable Arguments againſt what hath been 
long and much inſiſted on, Unalterable 
Hereditary Right. 

And Firſt, We of this Church and Na- 
tion have ſeverely ſmarted under Popiſb 
Princes; their faireſt Promiſes we have often 
experienced are very light Securities: And 
how indeed ſhould it be otherwiſe? when 
their Religion, if it oblige them not, en- 
courages them at leaſt, to cancel all Obli- 
cations with Regard to Proteſtant Subjects, 
and to extinguiſh all Humanity, and, I may 
ſay, common Honeſty towards them, 
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That © no Merits or Services can ſecure 
Men from the Cruelties of that Religion,” 
was an Obſervation no leſs judiciouſly made, 
than exactly verified in the Reign of Queen 
Mary I. Not many Years before, when 
not a Friend ſhe had beſide, not her Fa- 
vourite Biſhop of Wincheſter himſelf, who 
was preſent at the Time when the King 
her Father declared his Reſolution of cut- 
ting her off, would riſque his Intereſt at 
Court, by ſpeaking in her Favour, the good 
Archbiſhop (1) Cranmer ſingly interpoſed. 
and ſaved her Life. 

In the next Reign Judge (2) Hales alone, of 
the whole Bench and Council, ſtood firm 
to her Intereſt, and would neither be pre- 
vailed on by the Menaces of Northumber- 
land, nor the more perſuaſive Intreaties of 
his beloved Prince, to join in the projected 
Settlement of the Crown on Lady Jane Grey. 

And the (3) Suffolk Proteſtants, to whom 
ſhe flew for Refuge after her Brother's 
Death, cordially and generouſly eſpouſed 
her Cauſe, and put her in quiet and full 
Poſſeſſion of that Power, which ſoon proved 
fatal to themſelves and Fellow-Subjects. 

Thus was that Princeſs indebted to Cran- 
mer for her Life, to Hales in ſome meaſure, 
but eſpecially to the Suffolk Men, for a 


Crown. Obligations of the higheſt Nature 
and 


(i) Speed, Baker, Burnet, Stripe. (2) All but 
Stripe —Echard, (3) Did. 
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and ſuch, one would think, as could not 
eafily have been obliterated ! But how did ſhe 
requite them ? What were the Returns of 
Gratitude ſhe made them ? Why the good 
Archbiſhop, the Man ſhe owed herLite to, the 
cruelly burnt alive ; perſecuted the old Judge 
from Priſon to Priſon, till weakened by his 
own Sufferings, and terrified at the Tor- 
tures he ſaw preparing for others, ſhe drove 
him out of his Senſes, and he deſtroyed his 
own Life. Nor were the Suf/t Loyaliſts 
leſs ſeverely handled ; they too ſoon felt 
the Edge of the Sword they had put into 
her Hands, and were many of them put to 
Death in the general Perſecution of the 
Times. And all this (for ſhe: had pardoned 
Cranmer the Matter of the Lady Jane) with- - 
out any other colourable Pretence than their 
Religion: In which too, while her Caſe 
was deſperate, ſhe' laid herſelf under moſt 
ſolemn Engagements never to moleſt them. 
Who can reflect on ſuch repeated Inſtan- 
ces of Cruelty and Ingratitude, and not ab- 
hor the Spirit of that Religion from which 
they flow? And what can we expect from 
any Popiſh Prince, when the Authority of 
that Church could impoſe upon a Princeſs 
of known Piety and Strictneſs of Life, and 
cauſe her to lay afide all the compaſſionate 
Tenderneſs natural to her Sex; and out of 
a barbarous Zeal employ the Sword, with 
which God had intruſted her to protect her 
People, 
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People, in a bloody Perſecution againſt 
them? wherein the Lives of Hundreds were 
inhumanly and wantonly laviſhed away, 
vrithout Diſtinction either of Age, Sex, or 

Services. | 
Nor yet was the Spirit of Cruelty and 
Perfidiouſneſs peculiar to her Time; it is 
the genuine Fruit of Popery in all Ages and 
Countries; King Jobn experienced it in its 
uglieſt Shape, his whole Reign was miſera- 
bly embroiled by it, and Treaſons and Re- 
bellions took Root from it. It robbed Hen- 
ry V. of Sir Jon Oldcaſile, a brave and 
a valuable Subject ; neither Rank nor Inno- 
cence might redeem a Lollard from the de- 
vouring Flame. Moſt (*) of our Poprfþ 
Reigns have been deeply crimſon'd with the 
Blood of Martyrs. Moſt of our Proteſtant 
ones have been diſturbed by Plots and Con- 
ſpiracies, hatched at Rome, to ſubvert them, 
Tence failed the Spaniſh Armada, loaden 
with Inſtruments of Cruelty of all kinds to 
torment us. Hence was that horrid and 
unnatural Contrivance, the Powder Plot, 
calculated to have deſtroyed the Three E- 
ſtates of the Nation at one Blow. And (c) 
bleſſed be the Lord, who gave us not over for 
a Prey unto their Teeth,.! For had their evil 
Imaginations proſper'd, it had not failed 
but all Orders and Ranks of Men among us, 
every 


(*) Since the Statute de Feretico comburends took 
place, (e) Pſ. cxxiv. 6. 
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every Proteſtant in the Nation (and all had 
been eſteemed Sacrifice little enough to ap- 
peaſe the angry Deity at Rome) had taſted 
the moſt exquiſite and lingring Tortures, 
that Popiſh Malice and Superſtition could 
invent. 

In other Countries this bad Spirit hath 
raged with ſtill leſs Reſerve : It armed the 
(4) Leaguers in France againſt their Sovereign, 

roduced infinite Confuſions, Miſeries, and 
Slaughters. At Paris theſe Sons of Belial 
rioted in the Blood of Proteſtants. Many 
Thouſands treacherouſly drawn together to 
celebrate the Nuptials of the King's Siſter, 
were inhumanly butchered in a few Hours. 
No ſooner did a Cry of Murder run through 
the Streets of the City, but it was followed 
by a Tide of Human Gore. And indeed, 
but that Time would fail, this Maſſacre taken 
in all its dire Circumſtances of profound 
Diſſimulation and Barbarity, and the Rejoi- 
cings for it at Rome and Madrid, well de- 
0 Bi {crves the moſt minute Conſideration. 
d In moſt Inſtances, Barbarity and Deceit 
„have gone Hand in Hand with them: And 
it is difficult to ſay, whether the Church of 
c ene be more cruel or more falſe. In the 
Caſe of (5) John Huſs, a Bohemian, if ei- 
ther may be ſaid to prevail where both ex- 
cel, it was the latter. He was a Man of 
great Piety, Courage, and Abilities; which, 
as 
(4) Mezeray, Davila. (5) Mezeray. 
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as he held many contrary Opinions to them, 
gave the Popiſh Partizans a ſtrong Inclina- 
tion effectually to put a Stop to his ſpread- 
ing them : How to get him into their Power, 
was the Difficulty, The Emperor therefore 
ſends and perſuades him to go, and defend 
his Doctrines at the Council then fitting at 
Con/tance ; and, to encourage him to under- 
take it, gives him a Paſſport and Promiſe to 
protect him. But the Promiſes of Men of 
that Religion it' is dangerous to truſt to! 
even they themſelves declare, that they are 
not to be truſted ! The Emperor, faith that 
holy Synod, is no way obliged to keep Pro- 
miſe with an Heretic; and- the poor Man, 
deceived by Promiſes, and taken in the 
Snare, was condemned and dragged to the 
mercileſs Stake. 

But if Proteſtants are good Men and good 
Subjects, uſeful Members of the Common- 
wealth, or have merited of their Sovereign 
and Country, in a very high Degree, it 1s 
very well for them; and they have their 
Reward in it. Yet if they will not turn 
Papiſts, the Church will convict them of 
Hereſy, and the Civil Arm muſt cut them 
off. For Religion is a very ſerious Thing, 
and of the laſt Conſequence ; nothing may 
ſtand in Competition with it. Never was 
Promiſe to commit Sin obligatory, nor can 
Princes in Conſcience tolerate- an Offence 
againſt God. It is their Duty, therefore 


(in 
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(in no Caſe to be diſpenſed with, if it can 
be done without Hazard to themſelves) to 
extirpate Heretics by every Method, even 
the moſt bloody and barbarous; (6) &« as 
« if all Zeal conſiſted in being furious, and 
« all Faith in a thorough want of Charity, 

This, however, together with the Prac« 
tice of ſuch Popiſh Princes as have aſcended 
Proteſtant Thrones, under Colour of em- 
bracing that Religion, may teach us to con- 
clude rather that they have Dilpenſations 
from Rome to perſonate any thing for the 
Service of that Church; than that ſuch Con- 
verſion or Change of Religion, Whenever 
it may be pretended, is real. 

That unfortunate Prince, King James IL. 
is a remarkable Inſtance, not only how little 
ſuch Profeſſions are to be relied on, but how 
ſoon alſo the beſt Services of Proteſtant Sub- 


jects may be cancelled, When he was Duke 


of York, he lived ſome time in Profeſſion 
a Proteſtant. It was exceeding (7) Penal 
but to ſay he was a Papiſt. When he was 
Duke of Vr too, he was preſerved from 
the Bill of Excluſion by the eſtabliſhed 
Church, and more eminently -by her Bi- 
thops. No ſooner did he become King, than 
(after a very ſhort Diſſimulation) he became 
a Papiſt confeſt ; and (ſuch is the Power of 
Superſtition even over a worthy Mind !) that 
LC: ; very 
(6) Dr. Chrift, Potter's Letter to Mr. Vicart. 
(7) Echard, 
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very Church, thoſe very Biſhops (their for- 
mer Merits ſoon buried in Oblivion) felt the 
utmoſt Stretch of Arbitrary Power, Both 
were inſulted ; the latter, ſeven of them im- 
priſoned, indicted, and arraigned (though to 
its immortal Honour acquitted by their 
Country) merely for acting up to their Epiſ- 
copal Character, in refuſing to proſtitute 
their Office to the Subverſion of the Church, 
over which they prefided, by complying 
with an Order of Council, to tranſmit to the 
parochial Clergy the memorable Declaration 
for Liberty of Conſcience, which was calcu- 
lated to render the Church of England ac- 
ceſſary to her own Ruin, and the undermin- 
ing herſelf, | 

Here again the Poiſh Cauſe began viſibly 
to decline, This, with other Occurrences, 
was a plain Indication, that it could no 
longer be carried on in a gal Way; yet the 
King was ſet upon it; alaſs, Zeal had blind- 
ed him! and the Church of England muſt 
be rooted out at any rate. Are the Laws 
of the Land her Security? Do they ſtand in 
the Way? They muſt be overthrown, or 
leaped over. Accordingly we are given to 
underſtand, that the Laws © are the King's, 
and may be diſpenſed with by him”, 
Force, moreover, muſt effect what Artifice 
fails in. Popiſb Zeal will brook no Controll. 
Triſb Troops were immediately introduced; 
and our Country overrun with armed Men. 

The 


LTI.) 
The moſt conſiderable Places of Strength 
were put into their Hands; and the Garri- 
ſons artfully modelled for the Purpoſe. Po- 
piſb Officers and Soldiers were intermix'd 
with every Regiment and Company, the 
readier to infect the Army; and the expe- 
rienced Veterans, if ſuſpected of the leaſt 
Remains of Pity for the expiring Liberties 
of their Country, where caſhiered to make 
room for them. No Part of the Conſtitu- 
tion was uninvaded. Charters were violated; 
Magna Charta broken in upon. The Rights 
of the People were ſwallowed up by the 
Prerogative; every thing was ripe for Ruin: 
Law, Liberty, Religion; all that is dear, 
all that is valuable, to us, was on the Brink 
of falling a Sacrifice at once: And we muſt 
have been unavoidably inſlaved, had not 
God, in his Mercy, brought about for us the 
happy Revolution. | 

Theſe are Truths not to be denied; nor 
muſt they ever be forgotten by us. It 
behoves us often to revive in our Minds a 
Senſe of the Dangers we were then expoſed 
to; and of our Obligations to the Man, by 
whom, under God, we were preſerved from 
them. It is the great Ara of Joy to us; 
the Birth-day of our Conſtitution, and Hap- 
pineſs as a Nation. Every Hope of Peace; 
every Expectation of Safety to us, and to our 
Poſterity, bears Date from it. As long then 
as we enjoy the free Exerciſe of our Reli- 
| C 2 gion; 
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gion; as long as we. are bleſſed with any 
civil Right, let us commemorate him wha 
was our Deliverer in Songs of Gratitude and 
Joy! And though the Ungrateful will for- 
et; though ſame may be diſſatisfied with 
leſſings, as the Jews were on a like Occa- 
fion : Let us do contrary to what is ſaid of 
them! Let us (d) remember the Lord our God, 
who delivered us out of the Hands of all our 
Enemies, on every Side; and ſhew Kindneſs 
to the Houſe of Ferubbaal (who under God 
delivered us) according to all the Goodneſs 
which be hath ſhewed unto us. | 
And may the fame wonderful Provi- 
dence of God, which ſtill watches over us 
for good, defend and protect us in the En- 
joyment of theſe Bleſſings: And, at this 
Time eſpecially, enlighten our Minds, that 
we may know the (e) Things which belong 
to our Peace! For to what Variety of 
Wretchedneſs are they reſerved ; whoſe De- 
pendance is on a Religion, not only ſubver- 
five of their Liberties in general, but which 
is an Enemy to the very Being of their 
Church and Conſtitution ? What Protection 
from a Popiſh Government, can a Proteſtant 
Church and People hope for? The Extirpa- 
tion of Hereſy, is a prime End to be ac- 
compliſhed by ſuch a Government. Pro- 
teſtants, one and all, are condemned already 
for being Proteſtants; and muſt all expect 
ta 
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(4) Judges viii. 35. (e) St, Luke xix. 42. 
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to drink of the ſame bitter Cup. Infinite are 
the Miſchiefs Popery would bring upon us; 
It portends evil Things; it countenances evil 
Things; Laws cannot hold it; neither can 
Charity coal it. It makes light of ſheddin 
Blood; has loſt all Senſe of Gratitude ; al 
nothing but a Want of Power to break, can 
influence thoſe who are poſſeſt by it, to keep 
Faith with Heretics. A Maxim, which, 
(as reputed ſo by them) to our Coſt, we 
have experienced, — lay greater Streſs 
on, than any the moſt ſolemn, even Coro. 
nation Oaths ; which may teach a Viſe and 
a Free People, in Mercy to themſelves, and 
in Kindneſs to ſuch Princes for the future, 
not to run them into the Danger of break. 
ing them. EF 
Secondly, Is it expected then, that Princes, 
they alone, or more than others, ſhould 
ſufter for Conſcience ſake? I am far from 
thinking that any Man ought to ſuffer for 
Conſcience fake, or for Religion, which is 
the ſame Thing. But, why then do we for 
ever exclude Papiſis from a Throne, to 
which, perhaps, by Birth, or in the ordi- 
nary Way of Succeſſion, they may have 
Right ? This is not on Account of Religion, 
but on Account of Principles and Practices, 
the moſt contrary to Religion and Con- 
ſcience. It is Iniquity that (/) layeth waſte 
the whale Earth, which overthroweth the 
| Throne 
( f) Wiſdom, v. 23. 
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Throne of theſe mighty ones; and (g) their 
Kingdom is tranſlated to others, becauſe of 
unrighteous Dealings: Becauſe, upon the na- 
tural Principles of that reſtleſs Superſtition, 
we know they muſt, and by Experience 
that they will (if once they have us at their 
Mercy) oblige us all to believe as they do, 
againſt Conſcience, if they cannot convince 
it ; or at the Expence of the public Peace, 
and even to the utter Subverſion of our 
Laws and Conſtitution, by Fire, Sword, 
and every other cruel Way imaginable ; kill 
and deſtroy all thoſe, who, wanting Credu- 
lity to embrace their Opinions, have too 
much Honeſty to diſſemble their own. 

And are public Peace and Security, Li- 
berty, Conſcience, and Life itſelf become 
Matters of ſuch trifling Concern with us, 
that we muſt needs tamely ſubmit to have 
them raviſhed from us and trampled on at 
any rate; becauſe it is a Pity that one, 
whoſe Religion prompts him to do theſe bad 
things by us, ſhould ſuffer for it? It were 
a Pity rather that he ſhould - not. There 
can be no Reaſon to the contrary. Is there 
any more Injuſtice in rejecting a Prince, 
whoſe Religion renders him as unfit to 
vern as a Madman, than there is in ſetting 
aſide one, who is mad in reality? The 
Inconvenience to the Public, at beſt, is equal; 
in all Probability would be greater; the one 
having 
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(e) Eccles. X, 8. 
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having a Head to contrive, as well as Hands 
to execute Miſchief, And what Difference 
to the Sufferer, whether the Stroke, which 
deprives him of Life, come from a Man 
frantic in a religious, or raving in a frenzy 
Fit? It is Life pays for it in both Caſes; 
and in both is the Commonwealth wound- 
ed thro' its Sides. Shall we then again put 
it to the Trial? Shall we ever, wilfully, run 
the Hazard of ſuch a Government for the 
future? Shall we, did I fay? as we would 
be accounted Friends to the Church of En- 
gland, and Lovers of our Country, we cannot. 
For it is altogether . impoſſible, whatever 
may be pretended, to be leſs than Enemies 
to both, and harbour the moſt diſtant and 
ſecret Thought of a Popiſh Prince. So great 
Reaſon have we to hope (if we may be 
allowed the Application) that no Man of 
this Seed may proſper, ſitting on the Throne of 
David, or ruling any more in Judah. 

Nay, but this looks like Reſiſtance, it 
has been ſaid, and Reſiſtance is abſolutely 
unlawful. The Law of God requires Obe- 
dience at the Hand of every one; it com- 
mands () every Soul to be ſubje&t to the 
higher Powers. Be it ſo; we allow it, and 
are moreover perſuaded, that they who re- 
fiſt ſhall receiue to themſekves Damnation. 
But what then? Are the higher Powers in 


every 
% Rom, xiii, 1. See St. Chryſ2/t. on this Verſe. 
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every Nation under Heaven the fame? If 
not, how muſt we know where and what 
Obedience is due in all? Were there not 


as difterent ſorts of Government in being be- 


fore, as fince the Promulgation of the Goſpel? 


Yet the World is left much as it was found 
by it, with reſpect to civil Eſtabliſhments; 
It alters none of them, neither defines any; 
it diſapproves of none, neither gives any the 
Preference, Only it tells us that he Powers 
that be are ordained of God in each : And, 
in conſequence. of it, that to rebel againſt 
any is a very grievous Sin, and without 
Repentance damnable. But does it tell us 
who thoſe higher Powers are, or how much 
and what Kind of Reſiſtance comes up to 
that Crime in any? Whence then muſt we 
get that Knowledge ? In this muſt the Laws 
of our reſpective Conſtitutions inſtruct us; 
the Laws of God do not. They contain 
Canons againſt Reſiſtance in general, but it 
is thoſe of the Land that muſt inform us 
what that is, and when it is unlawful, 
There is that is criminal in ane Country, and 
not ſo in another; there is that may be 
downright Rebellion in an abſo/ute Monar- 
chy, and yet be ſtirling Obedience in a 
limitedo ne; under which, if it have Mean- 
ing or Privileges in it, Men may very con- 
ſiſtently be good and dutiful Subjects, with- 
out having heir Ears bored thro, and may 

aſſert, 
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aſſert, in a proper manner, their own juſt 
Rights and Privileges, without incurring the 
Guilt of Rebellion. be. 
King James I. may be ſuppoſed not to be 
unacquainted with the Nature of fovereign 
Authority, eſpecially that Part which con- 
cerns the Prerogative ; yet he himfelf al- 
lows, that a (*) King, governing in a 
“ ſettled Kingdom, leaves to be a King, 
« and degenerates, into a Tyrant, as ſoon 
« as he leaves off to rule according to Law.“ 
He can do no Wrong ; for, the Wrong 'once 
done, the Tyrant commenceth, and the: 
King ceaſes. The Regal is an Office in 
Truſt, conferred on one Man by the Con- 
ſent of all, for the Good of all. Therefore 
another (8) Perſon, and one who wrote in 
Defence of - Monarchy, has ſaid, that 
when a King aims at © the Ruin of the 
Commonwealth, and endeavours, to over- 
turn the Government, or when he makes 
** himſelf the Dependent of another, and ſub- 
* jects his People, put free into his Hands, 
* to the Dominion of another ;'17þſo facto 
* he becomes no King, and loſes all Power 
and Regal Authority over his People.” 
For the Truſt repoſed in him being betrayed, 
it devolves to them, who created it: And 
8 9 the 


n- 
h- (F) Speech to Parliament, 1609, printed at the End 
of his Works. 3 


(8) Barclay contra Manarchom. 
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the End of Government itſelf, being to pro- 
tet and benefit the People committed in 
Charge, the ſupreme Magiſtrate, of what- 
ever Denomination, if he fruſtrate that End, 
immediately gives up all Care and 
* Thought of the Commonwealth” by it; 
and the People are left at Liberty to take 
ſuch Meaſures as ſhall beſt conduce to the 
public Utility; may create a new Truſt, 
and lodge the Authority, ſo forfeited, in 
other Hands, if they think fit. | 

But was the Caſe otherwiſe; had He- 
reditary Right been entirely abſolute and 
andefeaſible, and ſo eſteemed in all Ages and 
Countries, England ſtill had found her Ac- 
count in it; we ſhould have had another, 
perhaps a better Neighbour at Verſailles, and 
the Son of the Pretender had wanted even 
the poor. Excuſe he now makes uſe of, to 
diſturb our Quiet. For (9) Hugh Capet 
procured himſelf to be choſen and crowned 
King on the Death of Lewis V. by the States 
of France, in Derogation to the Right of 
the Duke of Lorrain, from whom the pre- 
ſent Emperor is lineally deſcended. And 
(10) Robert II. the firſt King of Scotland in the 

Stewart 


(9) Mezeray, vol. ii. p. 455. 

(10) Boethius, Buchanan. Johannes Leſiæus Epuſt. 
Raſſen. de Orig. Morib. et reb. geſt. Scoto. Biſhop Leſley 
wrote alfo in Defence of the Right of the Family to the 
Throne of England. See Mr, Hunt's Append. to — 

ght 
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Stewart Line, prevailed on the Aſſembly of 
the States met at Scone, to diſinherit his 
legitimate, and ſettle the Crown on his 
natural, Children; which, in ſucceeding 
Ages, drew after it that of (“) England, and 
was tranſmitted down in that Family (unleſs 
during the few Years of Anarchy and Con- 
fuſion in Cromwel's Days) to the Revolution; 
when it was taken from them by the Au- 
thority that gave it. Whereby it may ap- 

ear that the Pretender's Son (allowing him 
to be the Grandſon of King James II.) has 
D 2 taken 


Right of voting in Par. p. 31. See a ſmall Tract en- 
titled, The Judgment of Kingdoms and Nations concerning 
the Rights and Prerogatives of Kings and People; ſaid to 
be reviſed, if not written, by Lord Sommers, | 

(*) If from their Scotch, we look up to the Original 
of their Engliſh Title, we ſhall find that that alſo cen- 
ters in the Voice of the People. The Claim com- 
menced from the Marriage of James IV. of Scotland, 
with the Princeſs Margaret, Daughter of Henry VII. 
and his Queen Elizabeth, in whom the Lines of York 
and Lancaſter were united. The Houſes of Yor4 and 
Lancaſter came from the Loins of Edward III. Edward 
III. (not to inſiſt on his being called to the Throne by 
the People for the Mal- adminiſtration of his Father, 
and in his Life-time, (of itſelf a great Blow on indefea- 
ſible Right) was Great Grandſon to King John, who 
obtained the Crown not by Right of Succeſſion (for 
that all Hiſtorians agree was in Prince Arthur, his Elder 
Brother's Son) but by a far better Title, the Conſent 
of the People. To know the Conditions on which 
King John aſcended the Throne of England, ſee the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury's Speech at his Coronation, 
Speed, Echard, Rapin. 
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taken up Arms to poſſeſs himſelf of what, 
according to his own Principles, he can 
have no Right to. For, if Parliaments or 
the People have no Power to alter the Suc- 
ceſſion of the Crown, the Stewart Family 
have uſurped a Title from the Death of 
Robert II. which neither did, or could be- 
long to them. If they have, yet that Right 
ceaſed at the Revolution; becauſe the So- 
vereignty at firſt fixed upon them by Au- 
thority of Parliament, by the Authority of 
Parliament alſo was then taken from them a- 
gain, and given to others. And it happens a 
little unluckily for a Claimant on hereditary 
Right, that his own Title ſhould depend on 
the very Power he diſputes, an Act of Parlia- 
ment ; without which another Line, not his, 

had ſucceeded to the Throne in Queſtion. 
Beſides Right indefeaſible is Power incon- 
trollable ; whereas it is the peculiar Happineſs 
of theſe Kingdoms to be- governed by Laws 
of their own making, under a King to whom 
they engage their Allegiance upon a previous 
Stipulation on his Part to rule according to 
thoſe Laws, which by his Predeceſſors 
have, and by himſelf ſhall hereafter be en- 
ated, with the Advice and Concurrence of 
the other 1 Parts of the Legiſlature. 
So that the People have as clear a Right to 
the legal Government of the Prince, as the 
Prince hath to the Aga Obedience * 
eo- 
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People. And if he attempts to ſubſtitute 
his own arbitrary Will in the Place of 
Law, invades the Rights of the People, and 
aims at abſolute Monarchy, he ceaſes to he 
any King of theirs. An abſolute Monarch 
is not one of the Powers that be in England. 
He is quite unconſtitutional; the L 
him not, neither know him; 
People ever engage to ſubmy 
In which Caſe too, Conſtitution be- 
ing the Thing in Conſcience to be adhered 
to, the Higher Powers, to which every Sout 
in theſe Realms is obliged o be ſubject, (where- 
of the Prince is only a Part) it may be a 
Queſtion, Whether Obedience to him under 
ſuch Circumſtances be lawful : But it never 
can, whether it be lawful to oppoſe (11) 4 
« juſt Force to him, if he invade that Part 
* which does not belong to him.“ For as 
it is highly abſurd, if not « impoſſible, for 
* any to have a Share of the ſupreme Pow- 
* er, and not to have a Right likewiſe to 
defend that Share:“ So muſt it be always 
a fond Hope, and beyond Meaſure ridiculous, 
to think of preſerving the Whole from 
Ruin, if once the Balance of Power be ſuf- 
fered to be broken in upon: Which muſt 
evidently be the Conſequence of Encroach- 
ments on either Side, in a Conſtitution equal- 
ly conſiſting of a due Mixture of Power and 
' Liberty ; 
(11) Grat. de jure Bell. & Pacis, Lib. i. e. 4. 
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Liberty; wherein the Prerogative of the 
Crown, and the Rights of the People, re. 
ciprocally bound and ſecure each other, where. 
in King and People mutually oblige them. 
ſelves to rule and obey by fundamental Lam 
of their joint making, or allowing; whereby 
the Throne of the Prince, and the Libertie; 
of the Subject, are equally and happily eſty 
bliſhed. 

Such are the Bleſſings of our happy Con- 
ſtitution ! But they are Bleſſings which 1 
Popiſh Prince would, and muſt deprive u 
of: So much at leaſt may be learned, if we 
can learn any thing from the Experience of 
former Times. They are Bleſſings we not 
only enjoy in their full Extent, but which 
ſeem entailed on us for ever, by our preſent 
Roya] Family. Our Sovereign's Regard to 
our Civil and Religious Rights hath been 
long experienced, we may defy Malice to 
point out an Inſtance wherein they have 
been infringed by him. He hath, we know, 
our Conſtitution at Heart; hath ever acted, 
hitherto, by it, and hath promiſed to make 
its Rules and Maxims the Meaſure of his 
future Government over us. His Progeny 
have deeply imbibed the ſame Engli/h Prin 
ciples; and, unleſs we are tired of national 
Felicity, we cannot ſurely deſert the Suc- 
ceſſion in his Illuſtrious Houſe, 


Why 
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Why then, but to ſap the very Founda- 
ion of our Happineſs, to rob us of our 
nly firm and ſtable Security againſt religious 
nd civil Slavery, is the Pretender's Son 
ow in Arms? From his preſent Succeſs 


WW: 
bl ſtruction ſeems pouring in upon us; where 
ie may end God only knows: Be it our Care, 


s it is our Duty and Intereſt, to oppoſe 
im! Be the Means in ours! be the Event 
the Hands of Providence! He cannot 
zean us well: He comes E 25 by our 
oft inveterate Enemies. e cannot be 
avourably diſpoſed toward our Church and 
onſtitution ; he brings his religious from 
Rome, and his political Principles from Paris 
and Madrid. Adieu then for ever to our 
hurch and Conſtitution ! Adieu to all our 
vil and religious Rights! Unleſs we bravely 
vithſtand the growing Danger, and join 
Heart and Hand in the common Caule. 
All Diſtinctions of Party are ſuperſeded by 
It is not now who diſlikes or who ap- 


1 proves of the Meaſures of this or that Mini- 
ke ſter of State; but our All is at Stake. And 
1 the Queſtion really is, Who is for ſapport- 


Ing, and who would betray our Church and 
Conſtitution ? Both are in Safety under his 
a] Wpreſcnt Majeſty, both on a Precipice if his 

Enemies ſucceed. 
The Protection of Government is general 
and mutual ; all partake of it, and all ſhould 
En- 
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endeayour to ſupport it. The Wealth of 
the Rich depends upon it; the Poor it de. 
fends from Oporefion and Violence; it i 
the mean Man's Riches, it is the great Man 
Security. Univerſal Benefits require univer. 
fal Ackowled ements; and what defend; 
all, ſhould be defended by all. All Order 
and Ranks of Men are involved in it; al 
Orders and Ranks of Men, therefore, ſhould 
do their utmoſt to prevent the impending 
Ruin, To ſtand Neuter in a Caſe of ſuch 
imminent Danger is treacherous and ſhame- 
ful; to betray our Truſt thro' an over cau- 
tious Inactivity is the worſt of Cowardice. 
It could not be but, (if all would declare 
themſelves) much the greater Part of the 
Nation would be on the Side of Religion 
and Liberty. Shall we then meanly ſuffer 
ourſelves to be inſlaved by an inferior Party 
among us? Where is our Zeal for the. Pro- 
teſtant Cauſe? Where the Old Engl 
Courage our Anceſtors were famed for? We 
want not Motives to kindle Zeal ; we want 
not Cauſe to excite our Courage. Our Re- 
* and Country at once demand them. 

e come behind none in Love to, our 
Country, let us then be exceeded by none 
in an unanimous Defence of it. | 
Shall we, after all, ſubmit thus ignobly? 
Our own Welfare, and the Happineſs of 
lateſt Poſterity, depend on our preſent 5% 
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duct. It were Injuſtice to deſert our pur- 
chaſed Happineſs : Our Fathers bought it 
at the Expence of their Blood; and we are 
bound in Honour and Conſcience to tranſ- 
mit it to Poſterity. How ſhall we anſwer 
entailing Slavery on our Children, who were 
free born? How will our good Name periſh? 
How black ſhall we appear in after Ages, 
when it ſhall be recorded of us, that the 
abject Wretches of this Generation tamely 
beheld their Country laid in Chains ? 

Let no one imagine the Caſe would be 
otherwiſe: We muſt be little converſant 
with our own Hiſtory : Strangers indeed to 
the Temper and Genius of the Church of 
Rome, if we can hope better. Were our 
Enemies in Arms ever fo well inclined to 
merciful Thoughts? did they promiſe us 
Security, and intend to perform it? they 
muſt change their Minds if the Pope com- 
mands : They can remain kind no longer 
than he ſhall give leave. When his Jeſuits 
have Orders to preach up No Faith with He- 
retics, they muſt, or incur his Diſpleaſure 
(which is no leſs in their Opinion than eter- 
nal Damnation) forget Promiſes, and cancel 
Oaths. On this Part of the Pope's Divini- 
ty, Queen Mary's Reign is ſo bloody a Com- 
ment, that it cannot yet be erazed out of 
our Breaſts. Be then the Examples of for- 
mer Ages our Warning! They were de- 
livered 
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livered down to us for our Admonition; 
they read us excellent Leſſons; and at this 
Time peculiarly ſeaſonable. 

The Reality of thoſg Principles in Popery, 
which, if they are real, muſt needs deſtroy 
every Foundation of Truſt, hath been ſhewn 
from undiſputed Facts: And ſhall we truſ 
thoſe, who themſelves acknowledge, and 
whoſe Practices in every Inſtance in which 
we have been concerned, declare that th 
are not to be truſted ? Where ſuch Princis 
= are, they of courſe deſtroy all Right to 

ower and Government, as much as they 
deſtroy all Right, all Meaſure of Juſtice and 
Humanity towards thoſe who are to be go» 
verned. It has been ſhewn- too, that the 
Claim of an indefeaſible Right to Govern» 
ment by Birth and Succeſſion, as unjult as 
it is in its Nature; and deſtructive as it is oſ 
all the natural Rights of a People, fails them 
in Facl. That the Family, which claims 
upon this Principle, muſt from real Fads 
upon this Principle be excluded. How then 
is it poſſible that we ſhould think with any 
Degree of Favour of ſuch a Claim or Pre- 
tention? Can we think, that the Church 
itſelf, thoſe who have dedicated themſelves 
to the more immediate Service of God and 
Religion, will find more Favour, or enjoy 
greater Proſperity under another Reign, and 


by a another ducceſſion, than they do at pre- 
ſent [ 


/ 
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ſent? Have we now no Advanfages? no 
Encouragement? Or have we indeed fome 
Complaints? Whatever they are, we ſhall 
not for this Reaſon deſire that a juſt and le- 
gal Government Id give way to a Pow- 
er that declares” Melf to be abſolute ; that a 
pure and reafonable Religion (the Goſpel 
itſelf peculiarly committed to our Truſt) 
ſhould be given up to a Religion (as it pro- 
ſeſſeth to be) the Errors of which we know; 
the Principles of which we abominate. 
When juſt Government and Religion itſelf 
is deſtroyed, it is not poſſible that we our- 
ſelves ſhould find Favour : If it is poſſible, 
it is not ſuitable to the Ingenuity and In- 


tegrity of this Place to defire it. —_— 

When an univerſal Ruin is coming on, 
in which we ourfelves' cannot with Integrity 
to our Religion and to our Country have any 
Hope, what have we to do, but to throw 
off all Reſerve, to do what we can to pre- 
vent this Ruin by other Means, and eſpecially 
by declaring our Senſe and our Refolution 
in the plaineſt manner, ſince this may be 
molt ſuitable to the Character of this Place, 
and cannot but have ſome good Effect at 
this Time. We may well thmk that' the 
Public, or our Country, expects this Part 
from us. The Determination or Judgment 
of this Univerſity, and of every Member of 
it, hath ever been conſidered and regarded. 
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If we with-hold our - cleareſt Determination 
at this Time, it will, perhaps, be leſs re 
garded and have leſs Authority at anothefl 
Time, and upon other 8 We ſhalk 
loſe the Merit when ſeg Troubles are 
over, of having endl "Opinions clears 
ly ; of having done all we could by any 
Authority, that we-have, to influence cha 
This ſeems to be the proper Part, and the 
neceſſary Duty of every one of us at 
Time. What (“) Method may be takef 
to ſhew this Senſe in the moſt public mans 
ner; what other Means may be uſed of dos 
ing real Service, (if any other ſhould bf 
thought neceſſary and proper) it becomes 
not me to determine. Poſterity will be ing 
debted for any Act of this ; Hucceeding 
Generations, $taught by ſuch an Example 
may learn to ſtand up for their Church and 
Conſtitution; and England ' remain to 
Ages to come a Free People: Neither. in 
ſlaved in Conſcience by Popiſb Superſtition} 3 


nor in Bondage for ever to n Powers 


4 


*( * ) I hope it will not be thought that any thing hers 
ſaid is meant to infinuate Reprgach, but from a full 
Confidence that all proper Methods will be taken, 
ſoon as they ſhall be judged neceſſary, agreeable to ti 
conſtant Conduct of this Univerſity at all Times * 
their Religion and 4 | 


